August 22, 1917]

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES

MY FAVORITE HYMN,

M., Aug. 27. The f|rnt Bible song.
T.. Aug. 28, Moses' Rroat song.
W., Aug. 20. A ( ‘hristian hymn, J
I Aug. 30. Mnary's hymn. Luke 1 4
I Aug. 31. Songs in the heart. Eph. 5:17-20
B Bept. 1. Musie r.l hes Rev. 5:0-14
B, Sept. 2. T —My Hymn. Tell
Ps. (A musical
CONERCTS ntion mm gt
What value have hymns m sociely work?
What ralue have erangelintic hymns?
How can wo wse hymns more intelligently?
We have sometimes asked a com-

pany of young people, about Lo begin
a religious service, what they would

like to sing, and the answer has been,
“Anything.” We fear that is very
much the spirit of a good many people
in their singing.

Most people recognize singing as a

POSITION WANTED,

Cultured, experienced teacher of
good family will instruct small chil-
dren eight and one-half months,
Salary, $75. (No music.) Address
Teacher, care Presbyterian of the
South, Richmond, Va.

" Wanted . position to teach i small chil-
dren or as mother's helper. References
exchanged, Address Miss Fannle 8. Mil-

1r~r1 care Mr. Charles A, Scott, Howurdu-
ville,

Sunshine Hawks
Evangelist and Lecturer

Roanoke, Va,
OPEIEI FOR ENGAGEMENTS

GROWTH

Stores grow by judicious culture.
By Lhis route have

Sydnor & Hundley

attained their phenomenal success in
the FURNITURE BUSINESS,
Heart of Grace at
City Beventh.

ECU RITY

Bank

UICHHOND YA

An\ericar\H hor\o

S.H. HAWES & CO0.

DEALER IN

COAL

Lime, Plaster and Cement

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA.
‘When in Richmond, Virginia, Stop at

The m% Hotel

American Plan .. ..$2.50 and up
European Plan .......$1.00 and up
T. O. JONES, JR., Manager,

Via Bristol

and the

Norfolk & Western
Railway

The Shore Line Between
NEW ORLEANS, BIRMINGHAM,
MEMPHIS, CHATTANOOGA,
KNOXVILLE
AND

WASHINGTON, PHILADELPHIA,

NEW YORK.
Solld Train Service Dining Car.
All information cheerfully furnished,

W. B, BEVILL,
Passenger Trafic Manager
W. C. SAUNDERS,
General Passenger Agent,

THE PRESBYTERIAN OF THE SOUTH

part of worship, but there are a great
many who do not make worship of it.
In public worship the singing Is the
part in which praclically every one
can take part.

Singing is one of the ways in which
we expresa our feellngs to God. So
we ought to be very careful that we
feel what we say. There are some
people who seem to forget that the
words they are using have a meaning.
Such people sometimes sing:

“Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold,”

and yel they withhold
Some sing lustily:

everything,

“Just as I am without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bidst me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, 1 come,”

and yet they do
Saviour,

When we sing without thinking of
what we are saying, we dishonor God,
and do discredit to ourselves,

There are some compositions found
in hymn books that are not hymns at
all. They may be beautiful poems.
Some years ago one about “Mother’'s
Hands" was often heard in church,
but it had no proper place in the wor-
ship of God. There are others of the
same kind,

There are a great variety of hymns
and they treat of many subjects, but
in them all we should never leave out
the element of worship,

Some hymns afford the opportunity
of adoring God for His wonderful at-
tributes, just as the psalmist sang,
“The heavens declare the glory of
God, and the firmament showeth His
handiwork."

not come Lo the

In others we ought to express our
thanksgiving to God for His goodness.
In still others we can make confession
of our sins as David did in the Fifty-
first Psalm. Hymns may be prayers
in which we ask God for what we need
for ourselves or desire for others.
They may be an expression of our con-
fidence in our God, as

“The Lord’s my shepherd,
want,"”

I'll not

or they may be the outbursting of
love, as

“My Jesus, I love thee,
I know thou art mine.”

Hymns may be used to present to
olhars the great truths of the gospel
or to give the invitation of salvation,
as this, for instance,

“Somy.r and tenderly Jesus is calling,
Calling to you and to me."”

In giving such an invitation we are
worshipping God in proclaiming His
salvation,

Let us not forget that in all sing-
ing In religious services we ought to
worship God. We cannot do this when
we sing without thinking of the mean-
ing of the words we are using. The
line,

“For Christ count everything but
loaa,"

Is often entirely spoiled by thought-
less singers as they sing,

“For Christ counts every thing but
loss."

One reason why there is less wor-
ship In singing than there ought to
be {s that many people think more of
the tune than -they do of the words.
Many hymns are selected and sung be-

(675) 11

Executor

cause the singers like the tune, when
no thought is given to the words. A
good tune is a great help and inspira«

“tion, but it should be only a vehicls

for carrying the thought contained in
the words,

More emphasis ought to be placed
upon the singing than is usunally done,
It i8 a great source of inspiration.
Where a congregation joins heartily
in the singing it is far more apt to
receive spiritual blessings than when
the singing is left to a few.

In every congregation or society
there ought to be some provision made
for training in singing. The old-
fashioned singing schools accomplish-
ed a great deal in their day, and it
would be well to have them revived.
But just meeting together to sing
and learn the hymns with some one
who can lead them will be found to be
very profitable,

Which is your favorite hymn That
question would be answered very dif-
ferently by different people. Each one
ought to have not only one, but a
dozen, a score or more,

It would be very helpful to your
spiritual life, if you would select some
hymn that appeals especially to your
soul. Commit the words to memory
and sing it over many times to your-
self as you go along life’s way. When
you know this one thoroughly then
select another, but do not let the first
E0o. Keep up this practice and you
will get much pleasure and profit,

In selecting hymns for a service do
not be afraid to select the old ones
that have stood the test of many years,
If you will notice, you will find that

Write for our booklet on Wills.
RICHMOND TRUST

AND SAVINGS CO.

Administrator
Trustee

In the administration of all Trusts the service of this Company
is prompt, efficient and complete. Careful attention is paid to
every detail and large assets afford ample security for Trust Funds.

Main St.
C:mor : 7“‘

4s a rule the old ones are sung better

than the new ones. Sometimes bymn
books are thrown aside, because it is
sald that the hymns are old, and some-
thing new is wanted. But when the
new book is gotten it is chiefly the old
hymns that are sung. There are good
new hymns, but many new ones live
only a little while, for they do not
appeal to the soul like those that have
lived through the years, because of
the life-giving truth they contain,

Not how much talent have I, but
how much will to use the talent that
I have, is the main question.—W. C.
Gannett,

MeShane Bell

CHURCH, CHIME and PEAL
BELLS .‘.‘E:‘:-’h‘#

The Man at Home

Is also of the great army in the War of
Humanity, but he should show a little
extra patriotism by laying aside some-
thing every week to conserve the re-

sources of the country [for providing
for the men at the front.

National State and City Bank

Richmond, Va.

Wm. H. Palmer, Pres,
Wm. M. Hill, Vice-Pres.

Wm. 8. Rym
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THE NOWLAN COMPANY

High-Class onds and other Precious Stones. New designs in Engagement
and Waddmg Rm slver Novelties and Cases of Bilver for Bridal ta of the Larg-
est Patterns. Fine Imported and American Watches, Opera Glasses and Lorgnetta,

sent on approval upon satisfactory city references.
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- - -

RICHMOND, VA.

RICHMOND PRESS

INCORPORATED

PRINTING & PUBLISHING
Eaae——— - ———

BOOK, JOB AND COMMERCIAL PRINTING
Minutes, Catalogues, Stationery, &c.

GOVERNOR AND ROSS STREETS - -

RICHAJAND, VA,




